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- ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

“HE WHO WORKS WITH HIS HANDS IS A LABORER.  HE WHO 
WORKS WITH HIS HANDS AND HIS HEAD IS A CRAFTSMAN.  
HE WHO WORKS WITH HIS HANDS AND HIS HEAD AND HIS 

HEART IS AN ARTIST” 



“DESTINY IS NOT A MATTER OF CHANCE; BUT A MATTER 

OF CHOICE.  IT IS NOT A THING TO BE WAITED FOR, IT 

IS A THING TO BE ACHIEVED.”

- WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN

THE PURPOSE
BEGINNING THE JOURNEY
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INTRODUCTION
VOICES OF THE COMMUNITY
VISIONS OF THE PEOPLE
The process of coming together to develop a vision 
for the S9A Durant Arts District has illuminated the 
aspects of the corridor that we love --businesses, 
restaurants, school, and the people --and a desire to 
see the potential of this district grow.  

This plan is calling for us as a community to dream 
and plan for the future.  Making dreams reality takes 
looking at practical approaches to finding funding and 
leveraging with resources.  

Making dreams reality means looking at obstacles as 
problems to solve, not reasons to give up.  We are a 
vibrant, healthy, and creative community and the S9A 
Arts District is an expression of who we are.
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MASTER PLAN 
The master plan for a district is a guiding document for a community to collaboratively outline where they 
want to go.  For the S9A Arts District, this master plan unifies community input with professional advice into 
a document that can be used to apply for grants.

With these grants we can implement various projects, discuss with private property owners options they 
may want to pursue, and community members have the opportunity to organize efforts such as community 
gardens to fullfill goals of the plan.   

A key part of this master planning effort is to identify the opportunities to connect improvements to actions 
that help build the identity of the district. 

EXISTING FEATURES & ASSETS
• Empty Spaces, Vacant Lots
• Plain Walls, Doors, Flat Surface 

Walls
• Light Fixtures
• Sidewalks & Crosswalks
• Building Facades
• Signage, Wayfinding

GOALS FOR MASTER PLAN
• Connect to a unifying theme or 

identity that sets this place apart.
• Celebrates uniqueness that brings 

people together.
• Promotes diversity, inclusiveness.
• Encourages activity and people 

coming to the district.
• Facilitates taking action for 

implementation

PURPOSE
PURPOSE OF A MASTER PLAN
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LOCATION & HISTORY
DURANT, OKLAHOMA
Located in Bryan County, the city is located 95 miles 
northeast of Dallas, Texas and 150 miles southeast of 
Oklahoma City.  The area was part of Choctaw Nation 
in the 1820s and 1830s. Pierre Durant and sons 
(French-Choctaw) travelled through the Trail of Tears 
to Choctaw Nation in 1832. 

One of the sons married a Choctaw and established 
their home between 8th and 9th Avenue. Bryan 
County was formed from the Choctaw lands at the 
same time Oklahoma reached statehood in 1907. 

CULTURE
Durant’s history has been connected to agriculture 
both historically and currently.  The Durant Stockyards, 
Bryan County OSU Extension Community Center, and 
many businesses located south of Mineral Bayou on 
9th Avenue maintain strong economic agricultural 
activities.

The Choctaw Nation Headquarters lies on the southern 
portion of 9th Avenue project.  The Choctaw Nation 
continues to foster and encourage understanding of 
the history and culture of the area. 
Durant enjoys hosting many types of festivals which 
includes the Magnolia Festival.  Durant was named 
“the Magnolia Capital of Oklahoma” in 1999. 

DEMOGRAPHICS
Durant, Oklahoma

Demographics Durant 2016

White 11,550 66.93%
Native American 2,597 15.05%
Hispanic 1,606 9.31%
Two or more races 1,010 5.85%
Black 385 2.23%
Asian 95 0.55%
Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander13 0.08%

17,256

ABOUT THE TOWN

CHART LEGEND
RACE

Causcasian

African American

Asian

American Indian

Native Hawaiian

Mixed Race

Other Race

DURANT, OK

71.5%

2.5%

0.4%

13.4%

0.1%

7.9%

4.3%

OKLAHOMA

73.3%

7.3%

1.9%

7.2%

0.1%

7.8%

2.5%

NATIONAL

73.8%

12.6%

5.0%

0.8%

0.2%

2.9%

4.7%
*In Durant, 7.4% are of Hispanic or Latino origin.
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EXISTING PAVEMENT
9th Avenue is fairly narrow for the northern section 
(25’-30’) and expands for the southern section (40-
60’). The existing right-of-way for 9th Avenue is 50’.  
When the bypass was constructed, 9th Avenue was 
transferred to the City of Durant from ODOT which 
allows more flexibility in design options, however, it 
also impacts the ease of obtaining funding for road 
improvements from the state. 

EXISTING SIDEWALK
Currently there are limited existing sidewalks.  
However, based on worn paths along the roadway, 
people are walking along the corridor despite the 
impact on their safety.  The minimum width of a 
sidewalk is 4’ (meeting ADA standards), however a 5’ 
minimum sidewalk is typically more comfortable for 
pedestrian travel.  The minimum width for a travel 
lane is 10’. Center turn lanes are typically 11’-13’ 
depending on the speed and volume of traffic on the 
roadway.

Paying attention to the starred locations on this map 
will be important for pedestrian crossings.  

ROW & SIDEWALKS CONDITIONS
EXISTING CONDITIONS

RAILROADS, SIDEWALKS, & FOOTPRINTS

*
*
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NORTHERN SECTION
(Main St to just south of the Mineral Bayou bridge)
Pavement width:  25’-28’
Existing ROW: 50’ 
One travel lane in each direction, no center turn lane.
 

SOUTHERN SECTION
(Mineral Bayou to I70) 
Pavement width: 40’ 
Existing ROW:50’
One travel lane in each direction, center turn lane 
 • Travel lanes = 12’ 

 • Center turn lane = 12’
 • Small shoulder (striped)=2’ 

Shoulder is compromised by erosion, debris; mostly 
not available for pedestrian travel, offers only a small 
area to pull over and partially allow cars to pass.
SIGHT DISTANCES & SPEED ISSUES
At locations on 9th Avenue where sight distances are 
reduced due to topography elevations, traffic coming 
off the hills, heading north on 9th Avenue are likely 
increasing speeds. The posted speed limit is 35 mph. 
General observations indicate that prevailing speeds 
seem to be exceeding the speed limit, particularly 
near the hills.  Speeds at this point impact where 
crossing points for pedestrians should be placed to 
insure safety.  Additionally, design options can assist 
in ‘softening’ the impact of traffic through increased 
visual interest and human-scaled activity (businesses, 
festivals, art).

ROADWAY CONDITIONS
PARTS & PIECES
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DRAINAGE CONDITIONS
CURB & GUTTER
The prevailing drainage pattern is leading to 
Mineral Bayou creek and related tributaries.  
In the map on the right, the higher elevations 
are red or orange transitioning to yellow and 
the lowest elevations (approximately 590 
feet) are teal-green to blue.  In areas where 
there is less development or agricultural 
land we can expect overland flows during 
rain events.  Due to limited curb and gutter, 
flash floods may occur within the area.

There are a few inlets are in key places along 
the corridor.  There are a few locations where 
the direction of the inlet grate is parallel to 
the roadway, thus creating a safety hazard 
for bicyclists and pedestrians.

CONTOUR MAP



“I AM SEEKING.  I AM STRIVING. I AM IN IT WITH ALL MY HEART.”

- VINCENT VAN GOGH



“CITIES HAVE THE CAPABILITY OF PROVIDING 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYBODY, ONLY BECAUSE, AND 

ONLY WHEN, THEY ARE CREATED BY EVERYBODY.”

- JANE JACOBS 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
COLLABORATIVE DECISION MAKING
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CREATING A MASTER PLAN WITH THE COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
UNDERSTANDING OURSELVES
A key component of this project was to engage the community to continue the discussion on the importance 
of this emerging district. For this planning effort, three workshops were planned along with posting the plan 
online for comment to assist in refining the plan prior to final adoption. 

Stakeholders who have been supporting this project held 2-3 video conference meetings to help layout the 
planning process and marketing strategies to insure people in the community are aware of the project and 
the workshops.

WORKSHOP ONE
Workshop #1 had two main goals.  First, to explain what an Arts District is and what it could be for S9A.  
Individual worksheets were passed out for all participants to discuss opportunities, assets and challenges for 
the district.  Small groups used the worksheets to brainstorm on ideas for a theme for the corridor.
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COMMUNITY INPUT & DISCUSSION
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WORKSHOP ONE
DESIRED FUTURE ACTIVITIES FOR THE DISTRICT
People in Durant enjoy all types of activities in their community.  Many noted that connecting S9A with the 
Main St. events would help expand the success and vitality of the community.  

Events on Main St. that could also schedule complementary events on S9A could include:
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KEY CHALLENGES
Issues noted by participants was a perception that the corridor was run-down, dirty, with trash in many areas. 
Other challenges are also seen as an opportunity. For example, several people noted that the traffic on the 
corridor was a negative currently.  

However, this was seen as a negative because there is needed infrastructure to help make it feel safer for 
all users (e.g. sidewalks, turn lane).  A ‘busy corridor’ can be a positive and support local businesses when 
designed for safe movement and connections to land uses.

Participants at Workshop #1 indicated  they wanted a vibrant, active corridor with: music, sidewalks and trails, 
art, and festivals.

(FOR FULL DETAILS ON THE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT NOTES AND MEETINGS SEE ATTACHED APPENDIX)

FUTURE FOR S9A  ARTS DISTRICTACTIVITIES FOR S9A  ARTS DISTRICT

CHALLENGES FOR 9TH AVENUE
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WORKSHOP ONE WORKSHOP TWO
THEME IDEAS
Lots of ideas flowed from the participants which 
revealed connections to history, culture, art, and 
family.  Everyone acknowledged the varied features 
they liked or wanted to highlight along the corridor 
including:

•   Connections to the Choctaw Nation
•   Native American culture
•   Hispanic culture
•   Western and agricultural features
•   Green, verdant and fun spaces
•   Connections to 1950s, Rt 66, car culture
•   Connections to existing festivals 

DIVERSITY OF DURANT
From the input in Workshop #1, two themes were 
developed that pulled together the ideas raised at 
the meeting.  The first theme was Celebrating the 
Diversity of Durant: Culture, People, History & Art.  

This theme captures the varied nature of the corridor 
and unifies the corridor through public infrastructure 
such as sidewalks with stamped poems, historical 
quotes or sayings.  The second theme was Traveling 
on South 9th:Celebrating Car History, Culture and 
Business.  This theme captured the nostalgia for 
1950s themed ideas and car culture.

Through the discussion about the two themes, the 
community voted on the themes and identified the
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ONLINE FEEDBACK
The draft of the master plan for S9A Arts District will 
be presented to the community at a meeting in June 
14, 2018 for initial feedback.

The draft master plan was posted online           
(CiviComment) after the Workshop #3 for additional 
comments and refinement.

Participants placed green dots on concepts they 
supported, yellow on concepts they were neutral to, 
and red on concepts they didn’t support. This informs 
the master plan on general ideas that are supported 
and where improvements are desired.

first theme as encompassing more of the unique 
qualities of the corridor and even would allow a 
‘car-themed’ node to be included where desired.

Community members in addition to ‘voting’ on 
the overall theme, they also provided feedback on 
inspiration images for: 

•   Gateway features
•   Benches
•   Sidewalk art
•   Public Art
•   Crosswalk
•   Murals
•   Lighting or Light pole art
•   Green infrastructure

WORKSHOP THREE
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CELEBRATING DIVERSITY OF DURANT
INTERWOVEN DREAMS
Part of creating a district is to find threads 
that tie it together without stifling creativity 
and the unique identity that emerges.  
We have worked to develop a theme that 
comes from the ideas shared at the first 
two workshops that unifies culture, history, 
people and accommodates the future.  There 
were many ideas raised at the workshops 
but participants at Workshop #2 liked 
“Celebrating the Diversity of Durant: 
Culture, People, History & Art” as it 
reflects the positive aspects of the S9A Arts 
District. 

This theme gives the S9A Arts District 
a framework for implementing desired 
improvements.  This can include giving 
guidance for selection of public art along the 
corridor, how to create unifying features and 
also how to connect with city-wide branding 
concepts.

How the theme can be implemented includes 
addressing elements within the streetscape 
including art within sidewalk improvements, 
green infrastructure to address drainage, 
wayfinding signage to promote activities 
along the corridor, and gateway features to 
highlight the identity of the district.

CULTURE, PEOPLE, HISTORY, & ART
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WHERE TO WALK
There is very little of the corridor (approximately 2 miles) that has 
sidewalks on either side of the roadway.  In order for the Arts District 
to have increased activity, increased businesses, and festivals, people 
will need to feel safe with proper infrastructure.  Sidewalks increase 
people walking and visiting businesses along the corridor.  The concept 
of ‘park once and walk’ is vital to community spaces, downtown spaces 
and district functioning more for people activity and less about creating 
multitudes of parking spaces.  

Identifying logical places where people can park and then stroll down the 
corridor means that individuals will spend more time at more businesses 
in the area.  The goal of a district is for the area to be the place where 
people are going to, rather than just one specific business.   The identity 
of the place is what is drawing people there to experience the activities 
that are there, and walking is the ideal mode of travel for people to 
actually visit each place.

During the community meetings, there was strong consensus that 
incorporating art – such as stamping into the concrete – as part of the 
sidewalk project would help tell the story of the corridor.  This can include 
important historical quotes, poems, phrases in different languages, or 
symbols.  Creating this story on the corridor will tie the corridor together.

SIDEWALKS & CROSSWALKS
PEDESTRIANS ON THE STREETS
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SIDEWALKS & CROSSWALKS
PRACTICALITY & CREATIVITY

Crosswalks can also reflect the identity of the area where they are 
located.  A performance art theme may be appropriate near the art 
incubator space.  A children’s theme like hopscotch or whimsical image 
can also alert drivers to pedestrians in the space. 

LOCATION IS KEY
There are several locations where crosswalks could be installed.  Currently 
there is a crosswalk at S 9th Ave & Main St and at S 9th Ave & Louisiana 
(at Robert E. Lee Elementary).  Other locations for consideration may 
include:

• S 9th Ave & Texas (potential art incubator space connection)
• S 9th Ave & Mississippi (safe crossing to restaurants)
• S 9th Ave & Georgia (safe crossing prior to sight distance issues 
coming from the bridge)
• S 9th Ave & Big Lots Rd (safe crossing at entrance to Choctaw 
Nation connection)
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As increased pedestrian activity grows in the area, lighted pedestrian 
crosswalks may be a feature for enhanced safety.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WITH CROSSWALKS
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GREEN STREETSCAPING
DRAINAGE & INFRASTRUCTURE
With the addition of sidewalks, addressing drainage along the corridor will also be important. There are a 
few inlets on the northern portion of the corridor.  There is a drainage swale along the roadway south of 
the Mineral Bayou bridge.  The participants at the workshops have indicated a desire for more greenery 
along the corridor. Green infrastructure is a method of addressing drainage but also provides other benefits.  
Green infrastructure includes rain gardens, bioswales, and green roofs.  Along the corridor, small infiltration 
gardens integrated with the drainage system can be used to address flooding and manage water during rain 
events.  Once established these gardens need little maintenance and improve water quality through slow 
infiltration through vegetation and soil substrate.  Below are examples of types of these gardens that would 
be appropriate for the S9A District:
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SWALES & VEGETATION
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LIGHTING
STREET & PEDESTRIAN ILLUMINATION
There are some existing light poles with cobra-style lighting.  This type of lighting is for the roadway – or 
auto users.  However, pedestrian-scaled lighting could be tied into the same pole to improve the lighting over 
proposed sidewalk area.  Additionally, the light poles themselves could be painted.  A color scheme could be 
developed and an “adopt a pole” could be implemented where a small group could design the pole art, paint 
the pole and periodically freshen up the paint.  An approval process should be developed to manage general 
theme and appropriateness for the corridor (e.g. no advertising, family-friendly images only, etc).
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LIGHT POLE ART



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
CELEBRATING DIVERSITY OF DURANT  |  DURANT ARTS DISTRICT MASTER PLAN

28



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
CELEBRATING DIVERSITY OF DURANT  |  DURANT ARTS DISTRICT MASTER PLAN 29

VISUALIZING CONCEPTS

The following image shows 
how the possibility of an 
arts incubator space along 
with needed infrastructure 
creates an active vibrant 
space.

The Gateway Arch below 
is a concept that could be 
constructed at the north 
and the south to provide 
a visual anchor for the 
district.  There would be 
opportunities for art to 
be integrated into the 
archway as well as private 
sponsorship to help fund 
these public features.

GATEWAY CONCEPT
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NORTHERN GATEWAY
TYPICAL SIDEWALKS & STREETS

N
The following image shows how the possibility of an arts incubator space along with needed infrastructure 
creates an active vibrant space.

The Gateway Arch below is a concept that could be constructed at the north and the south to provide a visual 
anchor for the district.  There would be opportunities for art to be integrated into the archway as well as 
private sponsorship to help fund these public features.

5
4
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ART DISTRICT INCUBATOR

1

2

3

4

5

6LIGHTING - Light poles painted with banner and pedestrian 
light added.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE - Drainage and aesthetics.

CROSSWALK - Create pattern that reflects intersection’s 
users (e.g. hop scotch at Elementary School).

GATEWAY - North entrance greeting to corridor.

ART INCUBATOR - Space for festivals, food trucks, events, & 
creative community.
STREET - Potential to add center turn lane periodically, and 
narrow travel lanes.

12

3
4

5

6
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CORRIDOR STREETSCAPE
TYPICAL SIDEWALKS & STREETS

N
The next image is showing a typical streetscape. Along the corridor the desire is to have consistent sidewalks, 
lighting, green infrastructure to manage drainage, wayfinding, and fill-in vacant lots with temporary land uses 
(e.g. food trucks, festivals, community gardens) until future land uses are developed.  

3

5
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CORRIDOR SIDEWALKS, CROSSWALKS, & IMPROVEMENTS

1

2

3

4

5

6

LIGHTING - Light poles painted with banner and pedestrian 
light added.
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE - Drainage and aesthetics.

CROSSWALK - Create pattern that reflects intersection’s 
users (e.g. hop scotch at Elementary School).

PUBLIC ART - Opportunity or public installations.

SIDEWALK & TRAILS - Potential equestrian trail, stamped 
poems & quotes, and historical references.
STREET - Potential to add center turn lane periodically, and 
narrow travel lanes.

1

2

3

4

5 6
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SOUTHERN GATEWAY
ENTRANCE TO CHOCTAW NATION & CORRIDOR

N
The next image is Gateway South at the entrance to the Choctaw Nation and the south end of the corridor. 
This is an opportunity for wayfinding to Choctaw Nation Headquarters and facilities as well as the other 
activities along the S9A District.  In this south section, sidewalk installation may be phased to include the 
westside first where more existing businesses are active presently and then as new developments on the 
eastside occur plan for sidewalks as part of those projects. 

Including festivals, food truck events and/or community gardens on the vacant land in the area can help 
activate those spaces and connect to the existing land uses in the area.

4

6
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1
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6

GATEWAY INTERSECTION & TRAILS

LIGHTING - Light poles painted with banner and pedestrian 
light added.
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE - Drainage and aesthetics.

SIDEWALK & TRAILS - Potential equestrian trail, stamped 
poems & quotes, and historical references.

GATEWAY - South entrance greeting to corridor.

PUBLIC ART - Opportunity or public installations.

CONNECTIONS - Potential future trails linking north to the 
south corridor and Mineral Bayou.

6

5

2

1

3

4
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FESTIVALS & FOOD TRUCKS
MAKING SPACE WITH A FLAVOR
Durant already is making itself known for the various types of festivals 
held throughout the community.  These types of activities help bring 
members of the community together and to support local business 
efforts.  S9A Arts District would add to this spirit.  
There will be increased opportunities to have complementary festivals 
and/or create community calendar of events.  Creating opportunities 
for local artists to share their work and to coordinate activities with a 
possible art incubator space could give S9A a special flavor.  Extending 
the “Draggin Main” car show to S9A with exhibits of art made from 
car parts is also a unique opportunity to capture the car theme.
FOOD TRUCKS
As mobile food vendors get popular in an area due to festivals and 
other venues where they are welcomed, often semi-fixed locations are 
an attractive option.  There are several locations where participants 
indicated there was potential for food trucks and festivals to occur.  
These could be a weekend type temporary event or could be a more 
regular location.  
If a property owner was interested in having a semi-temporary 
location for food trucks, there are many examples of how installing 
access to power (to reduce noise and pollution from generators) 
and to create ‘fencing’ to establish a boundary area, similar to a 
restaurant, can allow for alcohol sales and create a node of activity.  
The food trucks may only be on site when not at a schedule festival 
or event but nonetheless a previous vacant space will feel more 
activated by this temporary land use.
If the art incubator space is pursued for the district, coordination 
with local food trucks to be available after performance-based events 
is also a fun way to increase interaction after an art event.
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FESTIVALS FOOD TRUCKS
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COMMUNITY GARDENS
SLOW FOOD MARKET
Community gardens are a wonderful addition to an area but 
there are some requirements.  First, you need to have a group 
of people who are interested in creating a garden.  The type of 
garden desired should be discussed by these volunteers and can 
range from a flower garden, vegetable garden, or mixture.  

The next thing these volunteers should coordinate is what is the 
key purpose and who are the serving with this garden.  The goal 
could be a learning garden for children in the neighborhood, 
a space for seniors to do some gardening, or generally for the 
community.  

Third, work with a property owner with vacant land to have 
an agreement where the garden is allowed on the site but is 
temporary.  Next, create guidelines for regular maintenance and 
how volunteers can sign-up to help.  Lastly enjoy growing flowers 
and vegetables!
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GARDEN IDEAS
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OWNER PARTICIPATION
PROPERTY OWNER INVOLVEMENT
Property owners have opportunities to add trees on their property to 
help reduce the urban heat island effect and increase the greenery 
within the corridor.  Placement of trees on private property should be 
located to provide meaningful shade for employees and customers 
while not blocking signage or access.  The local community may elect to 
have a tree give-away program where property owners (residential and 
commercial) can pick up a tree to plant.

Signage is also another way to participate within the Arts District.  Creating 
special signage of the business name that also reflect the diversity of the 
corridor through color, use of materials or other creative connections can 
help businesses be active within the district.

Additionally, property owners with blank walls or fences can consider 
commissioning a mural or installing public art.  For property owners with 
vacant land, considering hosting a community garden or allowing food 
trucks during festivals, can help activate that land and eventually reveal 
the market demand for development on the site.
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SIGNS, ART, & LEISURE
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THE STREETSCAPE
For the northern section of the corridor, the current pavement width is 
approximately 25’ wide with two travel lanes (one in each direction).  
There is little to no shoulder on the northern section of 9th Avenue.  
South of Mineral Bayou there are portions of the corridor that have a 
center turn lane and slightly more room for a shoulder.  

With the existing available right-of-way at 50’ there are options to include 
the sidewalk, necessary drainage, and where desired a center turn lane.  
The center turn lane will allow left turn movements to be more protected 
and still allow travel flow.  This helps travellers know where and how to 
access local businesses.  This also can reduce rear-end accidents from 
left turning movements when driver behind fails to pay attention.   
Within the 50’ of right-of way, a continuous center turn lane or at key 
intersections left turn lane bay (see graphic to the right) are options for 
managing traffic flow and safety.  

DESIGN OPTIONS

Center Turn Lane 
(Continuous Option)

Left Turn Bay
(Striped Option)

Left Turn Bay
(Striped Option)

Center Turn Lane
(Continuous Option)

Left Turn Bay
(Raised Median Option)

Left Turn Bay
(Striped Option)
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Top image:  Full use of 50’  of right-of-way for 
street lighting, wayfinding, sidewalks both sides of 
the road and intermittent center turn lane.

Bottom image:  Phased development  of right-of-way  
using 30’ (existing pavement is approximately 25’)
for street lighting, wayfinding, sidewalks both sides 
of the road.

STREET SECTIONS



“BY FAR THE GREATEST AND MOST ADMIRABLE 
FORM OF WISDOM IS THAT NEEDED TO PLAN AND 
BEAUTIFY CITIES AND HUMAN COMMUNITIES.”

- SOCRATES



THE MASTER PLAN
A PATH FORWARD

“GOOD PLANS SHAPE GOOD DECISIONS.  THAT’S 

WHY GOOD PLANNING HELPS TO MAKE ELUSIVE 

DREAMS COME TRUE.”

- LESTER R. BITTEL
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FIRST, LISTEN
Through the majority of the planning 
process, the design team worked 
diligently to listen to the community 
and document their desires and 
wishes.  Through listening to the 
community and reflecting on their 
dreams a conceptual master plan 
was developed, shown later in this 
section. 

A RESOLUTION
This plan technically solved all of 
the various (and not insignificant) 
site constraints and offered a 
functional balance between the 
built environment, open spaces as 
well as the preservation of natural 
areas and watersheds.  As a team, 
we remembered that any solution 
needed to be capable of phasing, 
build of off existing infrastructure 
and allow for the maximum quality 
in terms of people, process and 
place.  This plan had a few strong 
ideas that worked well, including 
the zoning of three major activity 
areas and the creation of common 
spaces linked by system of trails 
throughout the development.

We referred back to the community 
feedback from the surveys, meeting 
minutes and mapping exercises as 
we developed scenarios. We asked 
ourselves, what was the site impact 
we wanted to have? We looked at 
ways to promote safety through 
the separation of vehicular traffic 
from pedestrian areas. We sought 

to strengthen the interconnection 
of families in the spaces and places 
they will live, work, pray and play 
in. Throughout we sought to bring 
in a new way of understanding 
about how a truly resilient 
community will function while not 
shying away from the inclusion of 
Durant history, culture and values.

THE PROCESS
DO IT IN THIS WAY
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COMMUNITY INPUT
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S9A AERIAL
POTENTIAL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES OF THE CORRIDOR

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAYS
-Food events & competitions.
-Food truck added to other events.

ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR
-Art competitions.
-Arts & crafts incubator events.

WALK-TO-SCHOOL PROGRAM
-School group programs.
-Health & wellness walk programs.

FESTIVALS & CARNIVALS
-Annual & categorical festivals.
-Celebrations & carnivals.

CULTURAL CEREMONIES
-Choctaw cultural events.
-Choctaw nation events.

CONCERTS & MUSICALS
-Community concerts.
-Celebrate local musical talent.

HIKING & CYCLING TRAILS
-Hiking and jogging groups.
-Cycling and equestrian outlets.

CAR & IMPLEMENT SHOWS
-Local classic vehicles on display.
-Latest in implement on display.

FARMER’S MARKETS
-Community gardens.
-Local farmers involved.
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S9A SITE
POTENTIAL SITES ALONG CORRIDOR

ART INCUBATOR SPACE
-Repurposed existing facilities.
-Workshops along corridor.

POTENTIAL MURALS
-Blank business facades.
-Open space for installations.

GATEWAYS
-North gateway by Main Street.
-South gateway by Choctaw.

TRAILS & PARKS
-Connecting to sidewalks.
-Following along Mineral Bayou.

SIDEWALKS ON CORRIDOR
-Utilizing existing sidewalk routes.
-Connecting entire corridor.

MAIN STREET
-Connecting to main street.
-Enhancement of local business.

3

2

1

6

5

4 7

CHOCTAW NATION
-Health, social & wellness centers.
-Headquarters & casino.

SPORTS FIELDS
-Baseball fields in community.
-Open recreation spaces.

8

RODEO GROUNDS
-College extension facilities.
-College events and education.
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S9A DETAILED

PUBLIC ART & GATEWAYS
-Installations in public areas.
-Facilities along corridor house art.

MAP LEGEND

COMMUNITY GARDEN
-Areas dedicated to gardens.
-Crops raised for farmer’s markets.

CROSSWALKS
-Walk-to-school programs.
-Interactive & colorful crosswalks.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
-Park benches & amenities.
-Drainage swales & vegetation.

FOOD TRUCK SITE
-Designated areas with hookups.
-Other utilities & services included.

LIGHTING & BANNERS
-Pedestrian lighting included.
-Banners added to display events.

SIDEWALKS
-5ft sidewalks 
-Poems & quotes stamps.

MURAL OPPORTUNITY
-Use blank walls on buildings.
-Customize blank utilities.

RECREATION TRAILS
-Walk, jogging & bicycling trails.
-Trails along bayou for scenery.



“ART ENABLES US TO FIND OURSELVES AND LOSE 
OURSELVES AT THE SAME TIME.”

- THOMAS MERTON



FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
FISCAL PLANNING

“YOU GOT TO BE CAREFUL IF YOU DON’T KNOW 

WHERE YOU’RE GOING, BECAUSE YOU MIGHT NOT 

GET THERE.”

- YOGI BERRA
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NETWORKS & PARTNERS
CITY OF DURANT
Durant is governed by a council-manager form of municipal government. The city manager 
is the administrative leader of the government and is appointed by the city council. The 
city’s ceremonial head is the mayor, who is a voting member of the council with limited 
administrative power.

The current city manager is Tim Rundel. The council is composed of 5 members from the 
City of Durant. The Mayor and Vice-Mayor are chosen by members of the Council. During 
the May 2017 Council meeting Jerry Tomlinson was elected Mayor by the council and Chad 
Hitchcock remains Vice Mayor. The city is divided into four wards with 1 member of the city 
council from each ward. There is also one at-large city council member which can be from 
any ward in the City.

LOCAL ENTITIES OF SUPPORT

OKLAHOMA SHAKESPEAREAN FESTIVAL
Housed on the campus of Southeastern Oklahoma State University in Durant, Oklahoma, 
OSF is a theatre company that produces multiple theatre productions every summer, as well 
as provides theatre classes during the school year. 

DURANT AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
The purpose of this organization shall be to mobilize the citizens and businesses of Bryan 
County through a unified and democratic Chamber of Commerce working together to foster 
and promote projects pertaining to civic improvements and the orderly economic and 
cultural growth of the City of Durant and Bryan County.

BRYAN COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT #1
Ron Boyer
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CHOCTAW NATION
We pride ourselves on preserving and celebrating our many unique traditions. From our 
distinctive language to our historical games, like stick-ball, to our native dances and artwork, 
we not only want to pass these traditions on to our youth, we want to share them with all 
people.

Vision Statement
Living out the Chata spirit of faith, family and culture.

Mission Statement
To the Choctaw proud, ours is the sovereign nation offering opportunities for growth and 
prosperity.

DURANT MAIN STREET
The Durant Main Street program is dedicated to revitalizing historic downtown Durant by 
promoting preservation, economic growth, and a sense of community.

DURANT SCHOOL DISTRICT
The Durant School District is always holding local events and is dedicated to the continued 
growth and educational wealth of the city.

IMAGINE DURANT
Imagine Durant is a partnership for envisioning the future of Durant through creating 
community dialogues; focusing on health, education, the environment, the economy, 
culture, and community of Durant, followed by a phased plan of action. Imagine Durant will 
revision the community of Durant by focusing on partnership, civic engagement and the 
alignment of goals and vision shared by the different voices of the community.
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RED RIVER ARTS COUNCIL
Red River Arts Council has been “Keeping the arts alive in Durant, Oklahoma for over 20 
years!”

LOCAL ENTITIES OF SUPPORT

SOUTHEASTERN HUB FOR ARTS RESOURCES IN EDUCATION (SHARE)
The SHARE Children’s Chorus was established in 2009 as part of The Southeastern Hub for 
Arts Resources in Education (SHARE), a 501 (c)(3) organization seeking to improve  the 
quality of arts education in the rural communities of Oklahoma and North Texas.

The goal of SHARE Children’s Chorus is to provide young singers in the Texoma region a 
sense of place and belonging through the study and performance of choral literature.
SHARE accomplishes this goal through a partnership with Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University’s Department of Music which recommends up-and-coming choral conductors 
in the undergraduate program to serve as assistant conductors for the ensemble. The 
partnership is strengthened by the work of dedicated faculty members that work with the 
ensemble in various capacities including directing, accompanying, and arts administration.
 
The mission of SHARE is three-fold:
To provide enrichment opportunities for students and educators through classes, workshops, 
literature, and research.  To provide leadership training and mentorship to future arts 
educators.  To provide the highest quality of education for future arts educators.
SHARE is a 501(c)(3) organization.
SOUTHEASTERN OKLAHOMA UNIVERSITY
Southeastern Oklahoma State University provides an environment of academic excellence 
that enables students to reach their highest potential. By having personal access to excellent 
teaching, challenging academic programs, and extracurricular experiences, students will 
develop skills and habits that promote values for career preparation, responsible citizenship, 
and lifelong learning.

TEXOMA ARTS ASSOCIATION
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There are many aspects about improving our communities that require champions who help lead the way.  
There are many organizations that are lending their support and voice to the development of the S9A Arts 
District but there always remain room for individuals to step up and inject enthusiasm to implementing 
improvements in the community.

Connecting with one of the partners listed previously is a first step.  Projects such as clean-ups, painting 
light poles, and talking to property owners about what their ideas for public art might be is a way to work to 
improve the district prior to applying for funding for the various physical improvements needed.

Roles that will help facilitate implementation of this project:
• Fundraising & Economic Development champion

A critical component to realizing aspects of this project is for multiple entities and individuals pursuing funding 
and sponsorship resources in a unified fashion.  This includes creating proposals for individual projects (e.g. 
art work on light poles, Gateway structure) and keeping in mind how each project fits in with other projects 
that are desired.

Leveraging and matching funds are also important in obtaining grants from many organizations.  Being 
prepared to apply for grants as calls are put out and understanding that some matching amounts will likely be 
required will best position Durant for success.

• Public Infrastructure (City of Durant)

Along with grants and public funding sources (e.g. Transportation Alternatives Program), the City will play 
a strong role in outlining needs for the basic infrastructure for the streetscape, including the sidewalks and 
lighting.  However, as funding for these projects can take time to acquire, pursuing alternatives such as 
sponsored sidewalk blocks can help in both community building and ownership of improvements for the 
district.

• Community Organizer for Festivals, Community Gardens for the District

ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
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Festivals and community gardens only function if there are group of people who help foster both energy and 
organization of events and activities.

• Oversight committee for unifying artwork for the district 

The diversity of the district is the strength of S9A Arts District.  Creating a body of people from the community 
and additional members with expertise on public art (e.g. safety issues of art in the public realm that may be 
touched, longevity of the art due to weather, securing the art to a permanent base, etc) to help review art 
that may be installed along the corridor can help with unifying the district.  Additionally, this body of people 
can look for funding or sponsors to assist in promoting art competitions for installation of public art in the 
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FUNDING PROJECTS
TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM
http://www.okladot.state.ok.us/projmgmt/enhance_prog/index.htm
 
Who is eligible to apply: Municipality, County, State agency, Tribe, Military, University or NGO.
Project award maximum: The TE Office recommends $400,000 for non-MPO projects and $600,000 for MPO 
area projects.
Transportation Alternatives Program Project Selection Criteria 
1. Improve Safety 
2. Improve Connectivity
3. Community Improvement
4. Funding
 A. Does the applicant have the minimum 20% match readily available to fund the proposed project? 
 B. Does the applicant show proof of commitment to provide funding above the minimum 20% match readily available to  
     fund the proposed project? 
 C. Does the project includes a detailed, complete and realistic cost estimate?
5. Environmental 

Surface Transportation Program (STP)
Road projects, grade, drain and surface on county major and minor collectors.
http://www.occedb.org/funding-sources/surface-transportation-program-stp (only shows funding through 2014)

STP funding through Block Grant Program
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/factsheets/stbgfs.cfm 

Location of Projects
In general, STBG projects may not be on local roads or rural minor collectors. There are a number of exceptions 
to this requirement, such as the ability to use up to 15% of a State’s rural sub-allocation on minor collectors. 
Other exceptions include: bridge and tunnel projects; safety projects; fringe and corridor parking facilities/
programs; recreational trails, pedestrian and bicycle projects, and safe routes to school projects; boulevard/
roadway projects largely in the right-of-way of divided highways; inspection/evaluation of bridges, tunnels, 
and other highway assets; port terminal modifications; and projects within the pre-FAST Act title 23 definition 
of “transportation alternatives.” [23 U.S.C. 133(c)]

ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS
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ART PLACE
https://www.artplaceamerica.org/ 

ArtPlace America (ArtPlace) is a ten-year collaboration among a number of foundations, federal agencies, and 
financial institutions that works to position arts and culture as a core sector of comprehensive community 
planning and development in order to help strengthen the social, physical, and economic fabric of communities.

ArtPlace focuses its work on creative placemaking, which describes projects in which art plays an intentional and 
integrated role in place-based community planning and development. This brings artists, arts organizations, 
and artistic activity into the suite of placemaking strategies pioneered by Jane Jacobs and her colleagues, who 
believed that community development must be locally informed, human-centric, and holistic.

In practice, this means having arts and culture represented alongside sectors like housing and transportation 
– with each sector recognized as part of any healthy community; as requiring planning and investment from 
its community; and as having a responsibility to contribute to its community’s overall future.
There is one main funding mechanisms under ArtPlace:   NATIONAL CREATIVE PLACEMAKING FUND.  The last 
round (2017 award recipients) could apply for $50,000-$500,000.   

https://www.artplaceamerica.org/our-work/national-creative-placemaking-fund/introduction 
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COMMUNITIES THRIVE CHALLENGE
Rockefeller Foundations and Chan Zuckerberg Initiative

https://www.communitiesthrivechallenge.org/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=paid&utm_campaign=ctc-2018&utm_
target=foundations&utm_content=2-thrive 

Slated for organizations that have a track record of expanding economic opportunity for low-income and 
financially insecure people in the community.  Registration for consideration due June 12, 2018.
Eligibility:

1. An organization recognized as a 501(c)(3) public charity by the Internal Revenue Service under the United 
States Tax Code.

2. An organization recognized as a 501(c)(4) social welfare corporation by the Internal Revenue Service under 
the United States Internal Revenue Code.

3. An organization recognized as a 501(c)(6) business league, or associated fiscal sponsor, by the Internal 
Revenue Service under the United States Internal Revenue Code.

4. An organization that is not a charitable organization (including for profit organizations) but whose proposal 
has as its primary purpose the accomplishment of a charitable purpose under the law or regulations of the 
United States Code and with respect to which no private interests will receive more than an incidental private 
benefit.

5. Local organizations associated with national networks may apply so long as any award fund will go to the 
local affiliate.

6. Post-secondary educational institutions. (NOTE: Programs that work in one of the issue areas are eligible to 
apply; programs focused on research are not eligible.)
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PRIVATE FUNDING / COMMUNITY FUNDING / CROWD SOURCING
• Adopt-a-block framework – for maintenance or improvements --> Under this type of program, the City of 
Durant could set up a process where the community could sign up to raise funds to address a block of the 
corridor.  This can include clean-up efforts, raising funding for sidewalks and public art, and signage.

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
• Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) are a public/private partnership in which property owners pay a 
special assessment for the maintenance, development, and promotion of their commercial district. 

KEEP OKLAHOMA BEAUTIFUL FRESH PAINT DAYS
https://www.keepoklahomabeautiful.com/fresh-paint-days/ 

“Fresh Paint Days encourages volunteers to seek out unsightly community structures and renovate them with 
the creative use of resources. Willing volunteers make use of paint donated by H.I.S. Coatings and a stipend 
for supplies provided by the Public Service Company of Oklahoma to transform that community blemish with 
the application of FRESH PAINT and a lot of elbow grease!”

GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP - OKLAHOMA
https://www.keepoklahomabeautiful.com/great-american-cleanup 

“GAC is a nationwide project of Keep America Beautiful. As an affiliate of KAB, KOB coordinates cleanup 
activities in Oklahoma. Everything kicks off on March 1 and ends May 31. Registered participants receive free 
supplies for their event. Don’t miss this opportunity to spruce up your community next spring!”
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TSET HEALTHY INCENTIVE GRANTS - COMMUNITIES
https://tset.ok.gov/content/healthy-communities-incentive-grants 

Grant Year/Fiscal Year
July 1 through June 30
Funding is limited and available on a first come, first served basis.
Communities can receive funding only one time during the grant year.
Population
Incentive award amounts are based on grant criteria met and size of municipality.  The latest population data 
from the U.S. Census Bureau will be utilized. 

Funding amount will be based on:
• The Wellness Policy and Practice classification (Bronze, Silver or Gold) of the city’s government workplace achieves.
• Policies and activities toward an environment of wellness the community has taken which meets the Community Action Criteria
• Cities may receive funding only one time at each incentive class (Bronze, Silver and Gold).
• Cities meeting the criteria at the Silver class must also meet the criteria at the Bronze class.
• Cities meeting the criteria at the Gold class must also meet the criteria at the Bronze and Silver classes.
• Funding will be provided to cities to enhance wellness activities in their geographic areas of poorest health.
• Cities awarded grant funding will apply the funds to advancing any of the health criteria they believe best addresses the needs 

and opportunities in their communities.
• Funding does not require a match, but cities are encouraged to use these funds for match with other funding opportunities.
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Eligibility
Any incorporated city/town/municipality may apply. The city has met the following Prerequisite Criteria and 
received approval from TSET staff.  City has adopted an ordinance that prohibits smoking and the use of 
tobacco products (including e-cigarettes and vaping devices) on all indoor and outdoor city-owned/operated 
property.

Community has resources that promote access to fresh fruits and vegetables and physical activity in their 
community.  The city must have an active employee wellness committee in place.

As a city applies for the next level of funding, their policies as well as practices will be verified by TSET staff.
A city must submit an application that meets all program requirements for the classification/level (Bronze, 
Silver and Gold) for which they are applying.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG)
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/communitydevelopment/programs 

The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program is a flexible program that provides communities 
with resources to address a wide range of unique community development needs. Beginning in 1974, the 
CDBG program is one of the longest continuously run programs at HUD. The CDBG program provides annual 
grants on a formula basis to 1209 general units of local government and States.

Eligible Activities
Over a 1, 2, or 3-year period, as selected by the grantee, not less than 70 percent of CDBG funds must be 
used for activities that benefit low- and moderate-income persons. In addition, each activity must meet one of 
the following national objectives for the program: benefit low- and moderate-income persons, prevention or 
elimination of slums or blight, or address community development needs having a particular urgency because 
existing conditions pose a serious and immediate threat to the health or welfare of the community for which 
other funding is not available.



“EVERY CHILD IS AN ARTIST.  THE PROBLEM IS HOW TO 
REMAIN AN ARTIST WHEN WE GROW UP.”

- PABLO PICASSO



TRACKING SUCCESS
MAKING S9A ART DISTRICT A REALITY

“DESTINY IN NOT A MATTER OF CHANCE; BUT 

A MATTER OF CHOICE. IT IS NOT A THING TO BE 

WAITED FOR, IT IS A THING TO BE ACHIEVED. ”

- WILLIAMS JENNINGS BRYAN
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TRACKING SUCCESS
Targeted Project Range of 

cost estimates
Key Next Steps

Sidewalk (both sides of road)
$150,000 and $250,000 per mile for 
both sides of the road, 5’ width   
(S9A is approximately 2 mile corri-
dor)

Apply for funding annually 

Creating stamps for sidewalk project Cost can vary - ideally a set budget 
and RFP may help manage costs.

•Arts group to champion
•Jury contest for local artists
•Engage property owners in selection of quotes, poetry or 
phrases

Widen roadway pavement Vary based on drainage options 
selected.

Roadside swales or planters can 
range from $6,000- $8,000 each.

Roadway widening can cost from 
$120,000 for the equivalent of 1 
travel lane (center turn lane) and 
greater depending on utilities, 
additional work needed on existing 
pavement, relocation of curbs and 
drainage grates.

Existing pavement is approximately 25’, adding a turn lane and 
sidewalks will require additional funding for reconstructing the 
road with sidewalks and drainage.

Wayfinding signage Formal Design & Branding: $30,000 
- $95,000
Fabrication:$200,000-$500,000

Connect with City of Durant overall branding concepts

Street trees, private property owner 
trees

Often costs approximately $100-300 
per tree (tree+labor)

• Fund a tree give-away for Arbor day
• Coordinate with local nursery on advisable trees or plants for 
district

Murals Varies by size 
General prices can range from $200 - 
$20,000 (square footage and level of 
detail increase costs)

Discuss with property owners opportunities to include murals 
on their property.

STEPS TO IMPLEMENTATION
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Targeted Project Range of 
cost estimates

Key Next Steps

Benches Each bench could cost between 
$450-$800 depending on type select-
ed.  Artwork could be incorporated or 
added to the benches.

Consider a “adopt a bench” program for key locations to pro-
mote art and seating.

Lighting New street lights range from $5,000-
$8,000.  Additional cost for appro-
priate paint and art work applied as 
desired.

• Research current ability of existing light poles to include a 
pedestrian-scaled light attachment.
• Pursue funding for new and upgrade light poles and integrat-
ed art.

Community Gardens Varies Identify community gardeners interested in organizing volun-
teer groups

Festivals Varies Incorporate complementary festivals in the S9A district to unite 
festivals in the community to include emerging district.

Art incubator space Property cost, rehabilitation for spaces 
- varies based on real estate and work 
required for property

Great opportunity to have multiple partners working together to pur-
chase, develop, manage, and maintain.

Gateway Feature (North and South) Varies by size, materials and detail  
$200,000 - $500,000

Sponsorship opportunity for both gateway features along with potential 
art work on the gateway.



“YOU DON’T TAKE A PHOTOGRAPH, YOU MAKE IT.”

- ANSEL ADAMS



THE NEXT STEPS
BUILDING BLOCKS FORWARD

“A GOOD PLAN IS LIKE A ROAD MAP: IT SHOWS 

THE FINAL DESTINATION AND USUALLY THE 

BEST WAY TO GET THERE”

- H. STANELY JUDD
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UNIQUELY DURANT
Durant is faced with the challenge of maintaining and strengthening 
economic development, culture, health, and local relations while 
providing creative and innovative opportunities for their citizens.  This is 
not an easy task.  

However, as resilient people, the process of creating a community like 
no other; a contemporary resilient community that is an expression of 
deeply held values and visions.  

Our success will be shared not only by our own people, but by other 
Native nations and small communities facing similar struggles. Each 
success offers renewed hope for the future. We understand that healthy 
people do not stand alone, but as part of interconnected families and 
communities. 

There are some important next steps for implementation of the master 
plan. Expanding an economic development program of the City of Durant 
to apply for funding opportunities, oversee implementation of public 
and private art, and provide communications to business and property 
owners in the district.

MAJOR STEPS TO TAKE
• Apply for funding for sidewalk and drainage improvements.

• Seek funders for Gateway at north and south locations.

• Organize local groups interested in creating a community garden.

• Work toward consensus and potentially act on acquiring arts incubator 
space.

 

GETTING INVOLVED
THE COMMUNITY AT THE CENTER
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PREPARED BY:
BLUE STAR INTEGRATIVE STUDIO

• Scott Moore y Medina, Principal Architect

• Lillie Keener, President & Designer

• Meghan Wieters, Community Planner

• Travis Roubideaux, Designer & Community Builder

• John Brown, Design Intern

OU REGIONAL & CITY PLANNING
• Maxton Harris - Student

• Jeremy Cleveland - Student

REACHING OUT
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